
Hawaiʻi Marriage Officiant Guide 
Officiant: Any minister may perform marriage ceremonies if he/she is authorized by their church to do so. You may not be 
“self ordained.” The marriage performer must present his/her license for inspection by the bridal couple upon request. 

§ Ministers must obtain a license from the Hawaiʻi Department of Health before performing marriages. Church-
issued documents must be submitted to the Hawaiʻi DOH within 30 days of issuance. 
§ Ministers must keep a record of all marriages they perform, and must report all marriages they perform to the 

Hawaiʻi Department of Health. 
If your ordination is currently active, you may apply online for your License to Perform Marriages and/or Civil Unions 
from the Hawaiʻi Department of Health. To file online, go to http://url.ie/e5mw and select “Religious Marriage 
Performer” (on the first page) and “Marriage” (on the second page). 

M A R R I A G E  L I C E N S E  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Much of the information below is state law; however, this information can vary from location to location. We recommend 
contacting the Hawaiʻi Department of Health (https://marriage.ehawaii.gov) before applying for your marriage license. 

ID Requirement: Two valid forms of ID, such as drivers license, birth certificate, U.S. passport, Armed Forces ID card, 
or resident alien ID card. 
Residency Requirement: Parties to the marriage do not have to be residents of Hawaiʻi. 
Application Requirement: Applicants will also be asked to fill out a Marriage License Application Form. The parties to 
the marriage must prepare an official application and file the application together, in person, with the marriage license 
agent. Applications are provided by the marriage license agent or may be downloaded from the 
Hawaiʻi Department of Health website. The application will not be accepted if sent by either 
postal mail or e-mail. 

§ Upon approval, a marriage license is issued at the time the application is made. 
§ A newly married couple receives one certified copy of the marriage certificate at no extra 

charge upon payment of the marriage license fee, which will be sent to the couple by mail 
(60-120 days) after the marriage has been performed. If a marriage certificate is needed 
sooner than this, you can apply for one or more additional certified copies. 

Waiting Period: No waiting period is required. 
Fee: $60 — Cash only. 
Blood Tests: Blood tests are not required. 
Under 18: To marry, males and females must be at least 16 years of age. Males and females under age 18 must have 
written consent from both parents, legal guardians, or the family court. Males and females at age 15 may marry with the 
written consent of both parents or legal guardian(s) and the written approval of the judge of the family court. 

§ Consent forms may be obtained from the marriage license agent. 
§ The legal age to marry is 18 years for both males and females. Proof of age is required.     
§ A certified copy of a birth certificate must be presented for anyone 18 years of age or under. 
§ A valid I.D. or driver’s license may be presented for anyone 19 years of age or over. 

Proxy Marriages: Not permitted. 
Cousin Marriages: Cousins may marry. However, the blood relationship between the prospective couple cannot be closer 
than first cousins. 
Same-Gender Marriages: Permitted. 
Valid: A Hawaiʻi marriage license is valid for 30 days. The marriage license can only be used within Hawai ʻi. 

For additional information, please visit FirstNationMinistry.org/us/hawaii 

The above information is believed to be current and correct, but does not purport to be legal advice, is not all-inclusive and shall be used 
only as a guide. Under the terms specified in your ordination, you are solely responsible for becoming familiar with and complying to all 
current laws and regulations in effect within the jurisdiction in which you will conduct ceremonies. 

http://url.ie/e5mw
https://marriage.ehawaii.gov


Hawaiʻi Marriage Performer Guidelines 
The top and lower portion of the marriage license worksheet will be completed by the marriage license agent. The couple 
will sign the worksheet in the presence of the agent prior to the marriage and in your presence after the marriage has 
been performed. You will be responsible for the completion of the performer section in the electronic marriage registra-
tion system. If you are using a paper worksheet, use a permanent black ink pen and please make entries accurate and 
legible. 

PERFORMER SECTION 
Declared Middle and Last Names: 
To be completed by the Applicants: 

· Middle Name(s): Each applicant to print middle name(s) he/she will be using after marriage.  No first names 
should be entered 

· Last Name: Each applicant to print last name he/she will be using after marriage. 
Note: These are individual choices and do not have to match. 

Applicants’ Legal Signatures After Marriage: 

· Enter legal signatures in respective spaces provided. Signatures should match the entries for middle and last 
names. 

Date of Marriage: 
Enter date of marriage in full. Do not use abbreviations or numerals. For example: entry should be “January 1, 2020” and 
not “Jan 1, 2020” or “1/1/20”. Be sure date of marriage does not precede the date license was issued. Also, license is good 
only for 30 days counting the date of issuance. DO NOT PERFORM MARRIAGE IF THE LICENSE HAS 
EXPIRED. 
Place of Ceremony: 

· Enter actual place of ceremony. 

· If in a church, give full official name of the church, street address and city or town. 

· If at a private residence, give street address and city or town. 

· If at a park, beach or other recreational area, enter correct name. Obtain official name by reading the sign posted 
at the entrance. Also, enter name of city or town. For example, the park at Round Top should be entered “Puu 
Ualakaa State Park, Honolulu” and not “Round Top Park, Honolulu.” 

· If at a hotel or public building, give the name, street address, and city or town. 

· If on a boat within the three-mile limit, give best description of location. For example, “Aboard ‘Leilani’ 
approximately one mile offshore fronting Aloha Tower.” 

County of Ceremony: 
Enter correct county. On Oahu, the county should always be Honolulu County; the Big Island of Hawaii is Hawaii 
County; Niihau and Kauai are Kauai County; and Molokai, Lanai and Maui all come under Maui County. Kalawao comes 
under Kalawao County. 

Island of Ceremony: 
Enter correct island where marriage is performed. 

Type of Ceremony: 
Enter “Religious” or “Civil.” Do not enter “Christian,” “Buddhist,” etc. 

Marriage Performer’s Signature: 

· Your signature should be in this space. Print your name and title in the next space. 

· Enter your license number in left margin next to commission number heading. 
















